CORRESPONDENCE

To the editor: Wed been pick-
ing-up commercial traffic on
the radar since we closed with-
in 200 nm of the Australian
coast following a sloppy, 12-
day passage from Efate in Van-
uatu. We crossed the outer
shipping lanes after making
our turn west toward Cairns at
Sand Cay on Diane Bank.
Typically, when we see a ship
pop up on the radar (which
we fire-up every half hour or
so to try and get as eatly a
warning on approaching ves-
sels as possible) we target it
with the mini automatic radar
plotting aid (MARPA) track-
ing function on our Rayma-
rine E80. Although MARPA
tracking will ostensibly give us
a ship’s bearing, range, course,
speed, closest point of
approach (CPA) and time to
CPA, the reality is that since
MARPA is relying on data
picked up by our radar signal
and since we are rolling, pitch-
ing and yawing all the time,
MARPA data fluctuates quite
a bit, often not zeroing-in
with much precision until we
are too close for comfort.
Friends on other boats have
been asking us for the last two
years when we were going to
install an automaric identifica-
tion system (AIS) to comple-
ment our radar tracking and,
until recendy, we've made light
of it saying that “a good pair of
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eyes and MARPA.. .plus some
common sense” is plenty pro-
tection enough for us! The
reality is that, because AIS data
is a result of a signal sent by
another ship and is therefore
not altered by our movement,
it is much more accurate than
the MARPA tracking system
and can be read reliably at a far
greater distance. Of course, it
relies on other vessels actually
sending AlS signals, which is
not guaranteed. Most com-
mercial vessels are required to
be equipped with AIS, but
even those mandated to carry
it can also (under certain con-
ditions) turn off their AIS
equipment at the masters dis-
cretion. It’s therefore still very
important to keep a sharp eye
peeled and a close watch on
the radar as well. But AIS sure
takes a lot of the guess work
out of tracking those vessels
out there that are broadcasting.
As we contemplated our
next passage over the top of
Australias furthest north Cape
York and heard from other
cruising friends how much
they loved their AIS systems,
we finally broke down and
decided to spring for one when
we arrived in Cairns. It helped
that our latest crewmember
was arriving from New
Zealand and she was willing to
stop by Vesper Marine in
Auckland on her way to the

airport and pickup both the
AlS and Vespers newly created

AISWatchMate collision warn-

ing system which makes a nice
duel package for about $840.
U.S. sailing friends, Jeff

~ Robbins and Deirdre Schleigh,

who arrived in New Zealand a
COU.PIC Of ycars ago aboard
their boat Vesper, decided to
take up residence and open up
shop in Auckland after invent-
ing the WatchMate system,
developing a prototype, and
then doing a good job begin-
ning to market it globally.
Theyd told us much about its
fine points including its alarm
systems, target prioritization,
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AlIS screen viewed
by voyagers Nat
and Betsy Warren-
White while sailing
in Australian waters.
The Warren-Whites
liked the added sit-
uational awareness

AIS provides.
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filters and risk alert, as well as
its clear, simple display moni-
tor and low amp draw which
allows us to run it constantly
while sailing, something our
more electricity hungry radar
system prohibits. For more

rcpa 35 6min
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information, visit their Web site at and WatchMate in her duffel, having
Www.vespermarine.com. successtully passed through Aus-
Our new crewmember, Georgina, tralian customs with no duty levied.
(a hospice nurse desperately seeking We had the whole package wired
some much-needed downtime at and up-and-running within a couple
sea), arrived with the AIS receiver of days with some good support

IT DOESN’T GET ANY BETTER THAN THIS.
Our AMEL 54 embodies all you imagine a voyaging live aboard

cruiser should be. Fast and sea kindly, two can competently man-
age her at all times. Superman strength and gymnastic agility are
not required. All sailing, maneuvering, docking and anchoring
actions are no-sweat propositions thanks to clever engineering of
bullet proof and highly refined effort saving systems. The power-
ful retractable bow thruster, oversized powered winches, and com-
pletely cockpit controlled furling rig ensure your days aboard will
be pleasant and stress free. All the comforts of an upscale shore-
side home are present as standard equipment. You will never wish
to be elsewhere. Most importantly, your safety and security are
paramount with robust construction and four watertight bulk-
heads describing six watertight compartments as well as a water-
tight engine and machinery room fully independent of and isolat-
ed from the living spaces. All of this and so much more will make
the life at sea you have been planning forever a magnificent reali-
ty. May I gently acquaint you with AMEL excellence?

JoEL E POTTER
CRUISING YACHT SPECIALIST, LLC
AMEL’S SOLE ASSOCIATE FOR THE AMERICAS

NEw AMEL 54 AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION IN FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA
BY APPOINTMENT, PLEASE
PHONE: (954) 462-5869 EMAIL: jfpottercys@att.net
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from a local Cairns electrician.

AIS requires only a 12-volt power
connection and a VHF antenna since
it operates on two dedicated VHF
frequendies (AIS1, 161.975 MHz
and AIS2, 162.025 MHz). AIS uses
these two VHF radio channels,
where the information is transmitted
in short data packages or slots in pre-
defined and synchronized time
frames. The dynamic information
(position, speed, heading, etc) is
transmitted in intervals from two
seconds up to 10 seconds depending
on the speed and maneuvers of the
transiting vessel. Static and voyage-
related info (vessel ID, ship type,
cargo, size, destination, etc) is trans-
mitted every six minutes or upon
request from other units. We had the
option of purchasing a transponder
as well for a few more hundred dol-
lars, but since we already use a Sea-
Me transmitter which broadcasts an

enhanced radar signal we decided to

- save a few bucks and by-pass this

option. We did need to purchase an
antenna splitter for about $128 in
order to make use of our current

| VHF antenna.

Already, with only abour three

| weeks use, we've found the
. AlSWatchMate to be a great piece of

safety gear to add to our arsenal. We
had approached the top of Cape

| York on the inside passage up the

Great Barrier Reef along the desig-
nated channel for vessels coming and
going between the Arafura and the
Coral seas. The WatchMate provides
reliable, straight-forward data and
advanced warning of collision to aid
safe passage. It allows us to make
course corrections early to “open up
the window” as we approach oncom-
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ing ships. It’s especially helpful when
there are a lot of targets out there.
The prioritization scheme makes it
easy to quickly judge which ships
pose the greatest danger. Filtering of
stationary targets also helps to
unclutter the screen when approach-
ing a busy harbor where many vessels
may be waiting at anchor and pose
no immediate threat.

Not only is it reliable, but it also
serves as a great source of entertain-
ment — like a new video game or
TV sed We check it all the time and
have fun gossiping about the stories
it hints at. And mate Betsy has
become the designated “ship tracker”
on board where she often found the
MARPA system intimidating and
unreliable. She says: “I can even read
it without my glasses!” a real boon
for those of us in the over-50 market!
We've found that the AISWatchMate
gives us a very able and dependable
third set of eyes in one of the world’s
busiest and tightest shipping areas.
We've also noticed that because we
are able to call a ship by name, often
provided with the AIS dara, they are
much more likely to answer us. We're
able to discuss crossing and course
change options as needed, plus we've
had many more enjoyable conversa-
tions with the commercial vessels we
are approaching than in the past.

As we head north and west into
more heavily-trafficked shipping
areas, were very happy to have
added this user-friendly “mate” to
our set of electronic navigation aids.

—Nat and Betsy Warren-White live aboard

Bahati, their 1988 Montevideo 43 built by Fred
Scholtz Marine in Durban, South Africa.

www.oceannavigator.com

A. G A. Correa & Son - Edgecomb, Maine USA

A - Small Maine Lobster 19k 18k
Pendant (not shoum}———— o $§3]5 ___$390).

Earrings = - 4630 SuR0.

8§ Pin or Pendant - please specify (pin shown)
¥ C - Lobster Trap with keeper lobster Pendant -

Monday - Friday
9am - 5pm ET
800.341.0788

Www.agacorrea.com

Be on the starting line for this one-of-a-kind race
from the East Coast to Bermuda.
Dare to be different!

Bermuda Ocean Race (BOR) 2010
Friday, June 11, 2010

Co-hosted by the Eastport Yacht Club & St. George’s Dinghy & Sports Club
Race down Chesapeake Bay at night before entering blue water at
Cape Henry. No other race offers this unique set of challenges!

Attend the free pre-race Safety Seminar presented by
Dave Abt and USA Services on Saturday, Feb. 6th at
Eastport Yacht Club

In addition to class and divisional trophies, awards are made for the fastest time to
the Bay Bridge Tunnel; from the Bay Bridge Tunnel to Bermuda Finish; Ocean
Navigator Trophy for Best Log; Bozenhardt Navigator's Trophy; Storm Trysail Club
Trophy for competing yacht clubs, and the Cook’s Trophy for last to finish.

For information and/or to enter, go to:
www.bermudaoceanrace.com
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